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1 APOLOGIES

Members are reminded that apologies should be given in advance of the meeting and will be noted in the Minutes. If a Councillor is absent for 6 consecutive months, an apology must be approved by the Council, prior to the 6 months elapsing or the Councillor will be disqualified. Members are requested to note any given apologies for the September meeting. 
Apologies have been received from Barry Probin
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 08 July 2024. 
The Chairman is required to sign the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests in respect of matters contained in the agenda. A Councillor with a disclosable pecuniary interest or any other interest, as set out in the Council’s Code of Conduct, is subject to statutory restrictions on the right to participate and vote on that matter – see Standing Order 2020 (13)  

Any alterations to declarations of interest made throughout the municipal year, must be submitted to the Clerk, to be forwarded to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change occurring.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public wishing to raise matters in accordance with Standing Order 2020 (3g & h), should raise them here. The length of the adjournment will be at the Chairman’s discretion. Matters requiring a Council decision must be included as a specific Agenda item.
An invitation to attend has been sent to the Police, County and City Councillors.
Following any other items raised by the public, the meeting will be reconvened and any decision taken by the Council will be documented under the agenda item.

Issues to discuss with additional attendees County Councillors and Police

1. Speeding on the East West Link Road

2. Speeding on Newsham Hall Lane

3. Access to the Household waste for the Lengthsman

5 CONSULTATION ORCHARD PLAY AREA.
Councillors met with PCC parks department at the Orchard to discuss changes to the area.  PCC were supportive but resource constrained, so would not be able to commence work on planning the revised scheme until mid 2025.  They did point out that it WPC could have an architect draw up the revised scheme they would be able to progress it more quickly.

Councillors to resolve as to whether WPC should engage with an architect to draw up the revised scheme.

6 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
TROs for the Catforth scheme have been advertised as required and 3 objections were presented by members of the public.  The substance of those objections was as follows:
· One objection to location of a chicane citing property access/egress will be impacted if traffic is queuing.

· One objection to the location of speed cushions citing noise concerns.

· One objection to the overall chicanes and humps proposals in general
LCC Highways will now raise a Speed Limit Order, which will also go for consultation.  As objections were raised, in accordance with due process, the entire scheme including both the TROs and SLO will be presented to Cabinet for a decision on the path forward on 5th December 2024.  

No further action is required by WPC at this time.

7 LINEAR PARK
A positive response has been received from Chris Hayward in relation to the Linear Park.

Officers at PCC are liaising with planning consultants, Hive Land and Planning, to produce a document for the linear park, which will set out the boundary for the park and how it will be delivered. Funding has been agreed with the Cabinet Member to do this work.

The planning consultants will be made aware of our suggestion to use the Linear Park as a “venue” to locate Parish Council funded facilities. Chris Haywood felt that it would be useful to arrange a meeting between the consultants and the Parish Council to discuss everything linear park related.

8 LANCASHIRE PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL CONFERENCE
The next annual Lancashire Parish and Town Council Conference will take place on Saturday 2 November 2024 in The Exchange at County Hall, Preston beginning at 9.30am.

The Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) will hold their AGM in the afternoon, following the conference in the morning. 

Council to decide whether we should be represented and who should attend. 

9 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 July 2024 and 31 August 2024
The Chairman is requested to confirm the parish account statement has been verified with the End of June Bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of July Balances were:

Current Account    £133,947.41
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
The End of August Balances were:

Current Account    £130,075.20
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
The parish accounts for 2023/24 have been signed off by the auditor and information posted on the website in line with regulations.  

Councilors are invited to note the closure of the accounts for 2023/24.
10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 31 August 2024
Members are requested to note and approve the following accounts already paid after the May meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	July/August payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Replacement Defib Pads
	Paul Entwistle
	£336.00
	Ref 57

	Picnic benches min 24/25 035
	Pauline Bamber
	£1,866.24
	Ref 58

	Lengthsman Invoice weeks 13-16
	Lengthsman
	£1,520.00
	Ref 59

	NALC LALC Membership
	NALC
	£739.82
	Ref 60

	Lengthsman Garden Invoice July
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 61

	Pension August
	Nest
	£59.13
	Ref 62

	HMRC Cumbernauld August
	HMRC
	£557.33
	Ref 63

	Salary August
	Clerk
	£773.54
	Ref 64

	Lengthsman Invoice weeks 17-20
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 65

	Lengthsman Expenses August
	Lengthsman
	£75.34
	Ref 66

	HMRC Cumbernauld August  NI
	HMRC
	£83.72
	Ref 67

	Garden August
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 68

	SPID Enhancement
	Traffic Technology
	£300.00
	Ref 69

	Audit Fee for 2023/24
	PKF Littlejohn
	£1260.00
	Ref 70

	
	
	
	


11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Members are requested to approve the following accounts for payment 
	Clerk Salary September 2024
	£773.54
	BACs
	

	HMRC PAYE 
	£557.33
	BACs
	

	Employer National Insurance
	£83.72
	BACs
	

	Pension contributions clerk September 2024
	£59.13
	DD
	

	Clerks Expenses April to August 2024
	£70.15
	BACs
	

	
	
	BACs
	

	
	
	BACs
	


12 WARDING ASSESSMENT

PCC Electoral Services confirmed that the final part of the process to address the results of the warding assessment is through a community governance review.  This is a 12 month process, which there are no issues with them undertaking.

In October PCC is going to be starting a Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places.  This is Preston City Council Polling District boundaries, not Parish Boundaries.  However as they don’t know what will be raised in this, a review of boundaries may crop up.  This could therefore pre-empt our work.
PCC legal will advise on the best way to seek the views of our residents on the preferred way forward and how to do this in a manner that facilities triggering a community governance review.

In terms of the warding assessment, there are some issues to resolve before we are ready to consult with the residents, the matter identified to date are as follows:

1. Should the area to the south of the M55 and west of Edith Rigby way, be in the Bartle Ward or the Rural/Catforth Ward – 800 homes are planned to be built in this area, under the Bartle Village application, which is a similar number to the entire rural area, which has 1000 electors .

2. Should a change to the number of councillors be proposed in any of the options.

In terms of seeking the views of the public, how many and which options should be put forward

1. Do Nothing

2. 3 Wards in Woodplumpton Parish (Bartle, Woodplumpton and Catforth)

3. 2 Wards in Woodplumpton Parish (Bartle, Rural)

4. New Parish Bartle, Rural Parish Woodplumpton with 2 wards (Woodplumpton and Catforth)

5. New Parish Bartle, Rural Parish Woodplumpton as a single ward.
The Council is asked whether they wish to address those issues at this meeting or to have a separate session to resolve the outstanding warding issues.  

Once these matters are settled, we will be in a position to commence public consultation once PCC legal have advised how this should be done.

13 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
Cllr John Green and the Clerk to provide an update.

14 RIBBLESWOOD BRIDGE
Instructions have been given to PCC to proceed to tender with the replacement of the Ribbleswood Bridge.  PCC have advised of an increase in timescale and cost due to foundations needing to extend to 6 inches below the riverbed.
15 GRIT BINS

Councillors to identify if there are any other locations where additional grit bins are required?
(There is an LCC scoring process to determine if a location meets the requirements for a bin at their expense, if it doesn’t, we would have to fund them at our expense.

16 CANAL FOOTPATHS

The Canals and River trust have eventually responded to the approach from Paul Entwistle.  We hope to have an indication as to what may be possible shortly.
17 WOODPLUMPTON FETE

A very successful fete was held on 7 September – a great effort from the organisers and everyone involved.

18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members are requested to consider and approve the attached delegated comments for February. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
The developer for the Solar Farm wishes to attend the WCP Parish Council meeting in October.
19 PROPOSED REFORMS TO THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK AND OTHER CHANGES TO THE PLANNING SYSTEM
The government is running a consultation on the proposed changes to the planning process to deliver the manifesto commitment of 1.5M new homes over the course of the parliament.  Comments are needed by 24 September.

The proposal contains arrangements for Brownfield, Grey Belt and Green Belt.  It is less clear how areas that are open countryside, but not grey or green belt should be treated.  The whole parish was open countryside, but the portion to the south of the M55 is now being developed.  I believe that the policy should provide some level of protection for open countryside, which is not greenbelt.

Does the council wish to provide any comments into the consultation.

20 RED TELEPHONE BOXES
Plough at Eaves – Defibrillator, Matthew Greaves to provide an update.
21 BINS AND PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Installation of the Bins should commence during week commencing 9 September.

Planters – the response from Highways is extremely slow, but being pushed by Paul Entwistle

22 LITTER - EDITH RIGBY WAY
The lengthsman has identified a large amount of litter around the new roundabout approaching the M55 Motorway on Edith Rigby Way.  This has been reported to PCC, but they have informed us that as the roundabout exits have been provided for future development, they are not yet adopted and are the responsibility of the developers.

The council is asked to consider how we should respond to the issue. 
23 ACCESS TO THE HOUSEHOLD WASTE DISPOSAL – LENGTHSMAN
The lengthsman has been informed that he is no longer allowed unlimited access to the Household Waste facility on Eastway.  The clerk is chasing up the matter with LCC and PCC.

The inability to use the Household Waste facility makes the Lengthsman’s job more difficult, in terms of:

1. The disposal of litter picking.

2. The collection of Fly Tipping – these are being reported rather than collected and the PCC response is very slow.

3. The disposal of green waste from grass cutting and hedge trimming.
24 NEWSHAM HALL / WOODPLUMPTON ROAD JUNCTION AND WHITTLE HILL
Response from LCC Highways - In short the headline from the monitoring was a clean accident record with no reported road traffic collision incidents at the junction. 

 

Analysis of sample of data taken from 7-day camera survey at the junction shows some evidence of driver behaviour resulting in approximately 29% vehicles overrunning the kerb. Analysis also shows that that around 42% of car drivers are crossing the centre line on Woodplumpton Road when making the turn, despite there being sufficient space to avoid this (as demonstrated by the other 58%).
The summary position expressed by LCC Highways is as follows:-
 

a. Records show no collisions at the junction however the assessment found that junction geometry, no worse than seen on other parts of the overall network, had the potential to limit driver comfort and influence driver behaviour.

b. “LCC highways” (competent authority) would support that the junction be modified to widen the corner.

c. In terms of funding this is not a priority for LCC highways – therefore the modifications can only happen if WPC pay for them.

The decision before the Council is whether we are willing to pay to have the junction modified, if not then the junction will remain as it currently is, as it is not a priority for LCC Highways to fund.

 
25 BENCHES

Paul Entwistle to provide an update.

26 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
27 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 21st October 2024 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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